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ARMADALE SUB-BRANCH OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 
 

1 Commerce Ave, Armadale, WA 6112 
PO Box 697, Armadale, WA 6992 

 
Ph: (08) 9497 1972 

 
Email: secretary@armadalersl.com.au 

 
Website: www.armadalersl.com.au 

 
Social media: Facebook 

 
General Meetings:    Second Sunday of the month at 1030hrs 
 
Annual General Meeting:  Second Sunday of September  
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Committee Positions 
 

Armadale Sub-Branch Committee 

President Mr Ken Hepburn 

Vice President Mr Hans van de Velde 

Secretary  Ms Carol King 

Assistant Secretary Mr Mike Fairweather 

Treasurer Mrs Cheryl Cowie 

Warden Mr Bob Giles 

Warden Mr Graeme Cowie 

Membership Officer Mr Tom Rynn 

Committee Mr John Hennah 

Committee Mr Rod Jonsson 

Committee Mr Paul Newman 

Committee Mr Laurie Sargeson 

Advocate / Welfare Mr Brent Errington 

Bar Manager Mr Mike Fairweather 

 

 

From your Advocate (Erro) 
 

Has your mental health and wellbeing, or that of a loved one suffered as a result of: 

- difficulties in obtaining veteran entitlements. 

- lack of support upon transition to civilian life; 

- experiences during service with the ADF; 

- lived experience of suicide; or 

- any systemic issues within the ADF, DVA or Dept of Defence? 

The Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide wants to hear your story. 
 
The Defence and Veterans Legal Service offers free and confidential legal advice 
and assistance in preparing a submission to the Royal Commission. 
 

Please visit our website at https://defenceveteranslegalservice.org.au to find out more, or 
contact 1800 33 1800 to book an appointment. 

 

 

https://defenceveteranslegalservice.org.au/?fbclid=IwAR28T57bHuLzVNxW7aKAhy98rdrw3xTIN2dQWh10ksPhkmR27YZA6ad-EB0
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Hi Folks, 
 

ANZAC DAY 2022 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank the following members for providing their time 
to sit at the tables for the ANZAC Day Appeal to raise funds: 
 
Brad Burgess, Carol King, Jan Hepburn, Amy Dalton, Mary and Steve 
Ritson, Irene Craster, Amanda Neasmith, Lois Davis, The Karsten’s, Peter 
Donaldson, Cheryl and Graeme Cowie, Brian Watterson, Bob and Issy 
Gildare, Ann and Geoff Bishop, Bob Giles, MBMMC along with Ben 
Boekolt and the Police Rangers. 
 
Our ANZAC Day Service went well and thanks to Mick Quinn for being 
the MC, and I thank all members for their understanding on that we were 
unable to hold a Dawn Service. 
 
It was good to see so many members attend the club during the day and 
thank you for your support. 
 
Finally, thank you to the committee for your support and all your help in 
leading up to the day and work that was done on the day to make it 
successful. 
 
Regards, 
 

Ken Hepburn 
 
 
President 
Returned Services League Armadale Sub-Branch 
Ph: (08) 9497 1972.   M: 0428 001 949 
1 Commerce Avenue Armadale WA 6112 | PO Box 697 Armadale WA 6992 
Email:president@armadalersl.com.au<mailto:president@armadalersl.com.au 
Website: www.armadalersl.com.au 

mailto:president@armadalersl.com.au%3cmailto:president@armadalersl.com.au
http://www.armadalersl.com.au/
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Hi Everyone, 

Well, what a month it has been with ANZAC Day preparations.  The fundraising 

effort over the month has been extraordinary and our sincere appreciation is 

extended to everyone who played a part in ordering, sorting, collating and selling 

merchandise over the past several weeks.  We have had a great result and a final 

statement of income will be given at the upcoming General Meeting.   

It was so disappointing that we were unable to conduct our traditional Dawn Service, 

however a huge effort was put into arranging a tribute in the hall which was 

extremely well received.  Thanks so much to everyone who played a part in making 

it a successful event.  Hopefully next year, we will be back to “normal”. 

Our sincere gratitude must be extended to the Social Committee for their efforts 

over the past few weeks, and especially to Lois Davis and Jean Delaney who 

worked tirelessly on ANZAC Day selling raffles and merchandise.  Financially this 

was extremely successful for the Sub-Branch. 

I don’t normally like to thank individual people however I can’t express how 

appreciative I am to Ken Hepburn for the time and effort he put into organising and 

coordinating the whole of ANZAC day for the benefit of both Club Members and the 

Public.  Your commitment to the Sub-Branch is second to none – thank you so 

much. 

I would like to say that our thoughts have been with all our Members who have 

recently contracted Covid, and we hope you have a speedy recovery and will be 

back at the Club with us again soon. 

Carol King  

Secretary 

 

 

1st  Sunday  Social Committee Meeting 1100 

3rd  Tuesday Management Committee Meeting 1830 

8th   Sunday  General Meeting 1030 
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as at ANZAC DAY 25th April 
 
Service Members: 220 
Affiliate Members: 62 
Social Members: 37 
 
The figures will no doubt change next month as Service and Affiliate Members who have not renewed 
their membership by end of April will be deleted from the listing and will no longer be entitled to any 
membership benefit. 
 
Now that Covid restrictions have been considerably removed it gives all the opportunity to come and 
relax at the Sub Branch on Fridays and Sundays. The more that patronage improves then more the 
chance of opening extra hours.  Remember the times when we were open seven days each week?  
Those times may never return but increased attendance means more entertainment and more benefits 
for members. 
 
RSLWA seems to have caught up on distribution of 2022 membership cards but if any member has not 
yet received their card or has a query then please contact me and I will follow up for you. 
 

 

Tom Rynn 
Membership Officer 

Mob: 0439934285 

Email: tomrynn@bigpond.com  or tomrynn42@gmail.com  
 

 

  

mailto:tomrynn@bigpond.com
mailto:tomrynn42@gmail.com
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Service Members: 

Briggs Mrs  Debra 02/05 

Bushell  Mr  Leslie  17/05 

Hamilton-Smith  Mr  Donald  28/05 

Hennah Mr John  25/05 

Hubbard  Mr  Paul  28/05 

Ivermee Mr  Brian 09/05 

McFarlane  Mr  John  05/05 

Mulvaney Mr  Anthony 10/05 

Northcott  Mr  Keith  11/05 

Playle  Mr William  10/05 

Smith  Mr  James  25/05 

Warner Mr Gary  25/05 

Wills Mr James 08/05 

Zappelli Ms Lynda 31/05    

   

Affiliate Members 

De Groot Mr Roland 01/05 

Dwyer Ms  Karen 31/05 

Norton  Mrs  Pera  30/05     

 

Social Members 

Liddell  Mr Brett 14/05 

Newman Mrs Tracey 19/05 

 

 

The members above may collect a free drink of their choice during 

the month of May 

 

We hope you have a very special Birthday 
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G’Day to all Members, 
 
I will begin by saying I’m sorry that we have had to say goodbye to Amanda who has 
resigned to take up a new position and we wish her well in her future endeavour. 
 
We have employed a new Duty Bar Manager and she is due to commence on Friday 6th 
May.  I’m sure you will all make Jules very welcome. 
 
ANZAC Day for the Bar was a very successful day and this will show in the Financial 
Statement at the General Meeting. 
 
Please arrange to get your membership up to date so you can join us at the bar.  Loyalty 
Cards are now fully operational, if you don’t yet have one, application forms are on the 
Notice Board. 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
 

Stormy 
 
 

Special Deals for you: 

 
Cabernet Sauvignon $7.00 per Bottle ($75.00 a Case of 12) 
 
 

Until Sold Out 
 
 

 
Fridays – 1300 to 1400  
Sundays – 1300 to1400 
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The Military Brotherhood Military Motorcycle Club 
 

No Report was received in time for printing 
 

Our motto is 

“The Task is Ours” 
Military Brotherhood MMC Perth South 
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In early 1942, as the list of military defeats and reversals for the Australian, British, American 

and Dutch military and naval forces began to mount, the feeling in the general populace of 

Australia was one of depression and a general expectation that the Japanese would invade at 

any moment. Almost as if aware of these fears, the Japanese were, by April 1942, examining 

the possibility of capturing Port Moresby, Tulagi, New Caledonia, Fiji and Samoa. The object of 

this plan was to extend and strengthen the Japanese defensive perimeter as well as cutting the 

lines of communication between Australia and the United States. The occupation of Port 

Moresby, designated Operation MO, would not only cut off the eastern sea approaches to 

Darwin but provide the Imperial Japanese Navy with a secure operating base on Australia's 

northern doorstep. 

 
USAAF B-25B bombers on board USS Hornet for the Doolittle Raid, April 1942. 

While the Japanese Naval General Staff were examining options for further operations the 

planning staff of the Japanese Combined Fleet were doing the same, though their objectives 

were different. In early April 1942 the staff of the Combined Fleet had presented the Naval 

General Staff with a proposal for the invasion and capture of Midway Island. By this action it 

was hoped that the American Fleet would be enticed “into an ambush where they [the American 

Fleet] could be annihilated by overwhelming numbers”. In essence Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto 

was hoping to repeat Admiral Togo Heihachiro’s victory over the Russians at the Straits of 

Tsushima in 1905. After much haggling the two staffs agreed to go ahead with the Midway 

operation after the capture of Port Moresby. However, planning progressed slowly until 18 April 

when American B25 bombers, led by Lieutenant Colonel James H Doolittle, attacked targets in 

the Japanese Home Islands. 

The military value of this raid was minimal, “but its psychological effect on the Japanese was 

all that might have been desired. The army and navy had failed in their duty to safeguard the 

homeland and the Emperor from attack. Admiral Yamamoto regarded the raid as a mortifying 

personal defeat.” As a result of this first air raid on Japan the Midway operation took on greater 

importance and Admiral Shigeyoshi Inouye, Commander of the Fourth Fleet at Rabaul, was  

http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/B25_bombers_onboard_USS_Hornet_for_Doolittle_Raid.jpg
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instructed that the Port Moresby operation was to take place in early May with the Midway 

operation planned for the following month. “The generals and admirals had suffered a 

tremendous loss of face, and their angry over-reaction eventually brought a succession of 

strategic disasters.” 

 

Had the Doolittle raid not occurred there is the real possibility that the majority of the Japanese 

aircraft carriers may have been involved in Operation MO. The aircraft carrier Kaga (72 combat 

planes) was originally allocated to take part in the operation but with the advancement of the 

timetable she had to be omitted as she was in dockyard hands till late April 1942. As it was, 

Admiral Inouye still had the aircraft carriers Shoho, Shokaku and Zuikaku. After completion of 

Operation MO the carriers were to rejoin the rest of the fleet and take part in the planned 

operations against Midway Island. 

The Japanese plan 
  

The Japanese plan was to initially seize the islands of Tulagi, in the Solomons, and Deboyne off 

the east coast of New Guinea. The intent was to use both islands as bases for flying boats 

which would then conduct patrols into the Coral Sea in order to protect the flank of the Moresby 

invasion force. The Japanese also believed that they would be denying the Americans the use 

of these islands for the same purpose. The Moresby occupation force would sail after the 

capture of Tulagi on 3 May. As the Moresby occupation force entered the Coral Sea from the 

north it would be covered by the Carrier Striking Force which would enter the Coral Sea from the 

direction of the Solomon Islands. Prior to implementation, the operation was expanded to 

include the seizure of Ocean Island and Nauru after the capture of Port Moresby. 

 

Admiral Inouye had overall command of Operation MO. His forces were divided into several 

major groups: 

• The Tulagi Invasion Group commanded by Rear Admiral Kiyohide Shima, consisting of the 

minelayers Okinoshima and Koie Maru, the destroyers Kikuzuki and Yuzuki, the 

transport Azumasan Maru, the submarine chasers Toshi Maru No 3 and Tama Maru No 8, and 

the mine-sweepers No 1, No 2, Hagoromo Maru, Noshiro Maru No 2 and Tama Maru. This force 

was to capture the island of Tulagi; 

• The Support Group, commanded by Rear Admiral Kuninori Marumo, consisting of the light 

cruisers Tenryu and Tatsuta, a seaplane transport Kamikawa Maru, and the 

gunboats Keijo Matu, Seikai Maru and Nikkai Maru. This group was to establish a seaplane 

base in the Louisiade Archipelago; 

• The Carrier Striking Force, commanded by Vice Admiral Takeo Takagi, consisting of the 

aircraft carriers Zuikaku and Shokaku, the heavy cruisers Myoko and Haguro, the 

destroyers Ariake, Yugure, Shiratsuyu, Shigure, Ushio and Akebono, and the oiler Toho Maru. 

This group was intended to provide long range cover for the operation by intercepting and 

destroying Allied warships; 

• The Attack Force, commanded by Rear Admiral Sadamichi Kajioka, consisting of the light 

cruiser Yubari, and the destroyers Oite,  Asanagi, Uzuki, Musuki, Mochizuki and Yayoi.        
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• This group was to support the Transport Group and command the assault phase of the 

operation at Port Moresby; 

• The Transport Group, commanded by Rear Admiral Katsuo Abe, consisting of 5 Navy and 6 

Army transports, the repair ship Oshima, and the oilers Goyo Maru, Hoyo Maru and Iro (at 

anchor at Shortland Is). These ships were escorted by the minelayer Tsugaru, Fleet Mine-

sweeper No 20 and the mine-sweepers Hagoromo Maru, Noshiro Maru No 2 and Fumi Maru No 

2. The Moresby invasion troops were in this group; 

• The Main Body Support Force, commanded by Rear Admiral Aritomo Goto, consisting of the 

light carrier Shoho, the heavy cruisers Aoba, Kako, Kinugasa and Furutaka, and the 

destroyer Sazanami. This force was to provide protection for the Attack Force and Transport 

Group; 

• The Submarine Force, commanded by Captain Noboru Ishizaki and consisting of the 

submarines I 21, I 22, I 24, I 28, I 29, RO 33 and RO 34. This group was to provide warning of the 

movement of Allied warships in the southern Coral Sea; and 

• Land based aircraft, under the command of Rear Admiral Sadayoshi Yamada commander 25th 

Air Flotilla, operating out of Japanese airfields and the newly established seaplane bases were 

also allocated to support the operation. 

 
Zero fighters preparing for a sortie on the flight deck of a Japanese aircraft carrier. (Marshall Cavendish Library) 

American intelligence on Japanese intentions 
  

Prior to the fall of the Philippines the United States Navy’s (USN) signals intelligence unit at 

Corregidor Island, known as CAST and commanded by LEUT Rudolph J Fabian, USN, had been  

http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/Japanese%20strike%20group.jpg
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transferred to Melbourne and became a joint USN/RAN unit known as Fleet Radio Unit 

Melbourne (FRUMEL). This organisation was to play “an important part in the Battle of Coral 

Sea and in the Battle of Midway.” 

 

On 28 March US Naval Intelligence decoded a message that stated “THE OBJECTIVE OF MO 

WILL BE FIRST TO RESTRICT THE ENEMY FLEET MOVEMENTS AND WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED 

BY MEANS OF ATTACKS ON THE NORTH COAST OF AUSTRALIA”. As a consequence of the 

ability to read Japanese naval communications traffic the Americans were almost as well 

informed on what was planned as the Japanese commanders. The problem was in the correct 

interpretation of that information. 

The extent of the advance knowledge of Japanese operations is shown by the following 

extracts from FRUMEL records: 

“9th April 1942 3. C-in-C Combined Fleet today asked for a report on progress of repairs 

to Kaga. He requires her services as soon as possible since she is due to take part in the “RZP” 

campaign”. (Comments 1. “RZP” is the place designator for Moresby). 

“4th May 1942 7. Message to 5th Cruiser Division and 5th Carrier Squadron gives the following 

programme for the “MO” Striking Force: On X-minus 2 or 3 day they are to - to the SE of 

Moresby and attack bases in the Moresby area. If the of “RX” (Solomons) and then proceed 

south. At 0600 on 6th May after arrival at - further orders will be issued, but if no further orders 

are received they are to proceed to “RBX” (Tulagi). If air search is required in the southern 

sectors, the 5th Carrier Division is to send aircraft to “RBX” (Tulagi) at dawn.” 

Armed with this information the Allies were able to concentrate much of their available striking 

forces in the Coral Sea area. 

American response 
  

 
Rear Admiral John Crace, RN. 

As the picture of the intended Japanese plans began to develop Admiral Chester Nimitz, 

Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific Fleet, deployed his two available carrier groups.  

http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/RADM%20Crace.jpg
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Rear Admiral Aubrey Fitch, USN, commander of Task Force 11 centred on USS Lexington, was 

ordered to sail and join Rear Admiral Frank Jack Fletcher’s Task Force 17, centred on 

USS Yorktown, in the Coral Sea. The Yorktown group was returning to the Coral Sea after 

replenishing and conducting a short maintenance period at Tongatabu in the Tonga Islands. 

From the south was deployed the cruiser force, Task Force 44, commanded by Rear Admiral 

John Crace, RN. 

This combined force, under the command of Rear Admiral Fletcher, was designated Task Force 

17 and organised as follows; 

• The Attack Group, commanded by Rear Admiral Thomas C Kinkaid, USN, consisting of the 

cruisers US Ships Minneapolis (flagship), New Orleans, Astoria, Chester and Portland. 

Supported by the destroyers US Ships  Phelps, Dewey, Farragut, Aylwin and Monaghan; 

• The Support Group, commanded by Rear Admiral John G Crace, RN, consisting of the cruisers 

HMA Ships Australia, Hobart and USS Chicago, supported by the destroyers US 

Ships Perkins and Walke; 

• The Air Group, commanded by Rear Admiral Aubrey W Fitch, USN, and consisting of the 

destroyers US Ships Morris, Anderson, Hammann and Russell; 

• The Fuelling Group, commanded by Commander John S Phillips, USN, and consisting of the 

oilers US Ships Neosho and Tippecanoe, supported by the destroyers US 

Ships Sims and Worden; 

• The Search Group, commanded by Commander George H DeBaun, USN, and consisting of the 

seaplane tender USS Tangier, based at Noumea, and 12 patrol aircraft; 

• The Eastern Australian Submarine Group, commanded by Rear Admiral Francis W Rockwell, 

USN, and consisting of the submarines S 42, S 43, S 44, S 45, S 46, S 47, S 37, S 38, S 39, S 

40 and S 41; and 

• The Allied Air Forces, commanded by Lieutenant General George H Brett, USAAF, and 

consisting of Allied aircraft based in Australia and New Guinea. 

 
Rear Admiral Thomas C Kinkaid, USN. 

In the Pacific Fleet headquarters at Pearl Harbor a large chart of the Coral Sea area was laid out 

and staff commenced plotting the movements of the two opposing forces.  An orange line  

http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/RADM%20Kinkaid%20USN.jpg
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traced the expected movements of the Japanese fleet, while blue lines showed the converging 

Allied forces. After their return from the Tokyo raid Rear Admiral William F Halsey’s two carriers 

were quickly refuelled and replenished and sailed on 30 April. 

The deployment and operation of the American naval forces into the Coral Sea was further 

complicated by the fact that the Coral Sea lay in the newly created South West Pacific Area, 

under the control of General Douglas MacArthur. This prevented Commander DeBaun from 

sending his patrol aircraft into the area where Lieutenant General Brett's aircraft were to be 

searching, even though “it was physically impossible for them to do it”. The submarines were to 

patrol the coastal waters of New Guinea, the Louisiades and the Bismark Sea. Again they did 

not cross the demarcation line and patrol the approaches to the Solomons. Had they done so 

then the movements of Tagaki’s carriers into the Coral Sea may have been detected. Fletcher 

was also reliant on MacArthur’s command for the provision of timely intelligence information 

on the movements of the Japanese. Information from these aircraft was first evaluated by local 

command staff and then what they considered relevant was passed onto Fletcher. The fact that 

the Coral Sea battleground straddled two different operational commands did complicate 

matters. 

Opening moves 
  

On 1 May, the two American carrier groups rendezvoused and began to refuel from their 

attendant oilers. The Yorktown group completed fuelling first and, when Rear Admiral Fitch 

advised Rear Admiral Fletcher that he did not expect to complete fuelling till noon on 4 May, 

Fletcher decided to move the Yorktown group further to the north west. He advised Rear 

Admiral Fitch of his intention and of a new rendezvous. The second rendezvous, set for the 

morning of 4 May would see the Australian cruisers HMA Ships Australia (II) and Hobart (I) join 

the force for the first time. 

 

As the Americans were refuelling and attempting to position themselves so that they could 

intercept any Japanese naval forces, Shokaku and Zuikaku were sailing from Truk and by 3 May, 

as the Tulagi Invasion Group was landing, were north east of Rabaul. The movement south of 

the Tulagi Invasion Group had been reported by a coast watcher on Santa Isabel Island, Major 

Donald G Kennedy. With the successful occupation of Tulagi, Operation MO was well and truly 

underway.  

 
USS Yorktown. 

http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/USS%20Yorktown.jpg
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On receiving advice of the landings at Tulagi, Rear Admiral Fletcher turned the Yorktown group 

to the north east and increased speed to 27 knots with a view to launching strikes against 

Tulagi on the morning of 4 May. As Yorktown headed for Tulagi, Fletcher detached the 

tanker, Neosho and her escorting destroyer, Russell, to rendezvous with Fitch and Crace and 

advise them of his intentions as well as of a new rendezvous planned for the morning of 5 May 

some 300 miles south of Guadalcanal. 

 

By 06:30 on the morning of the 4th, Yorktown was in a position to launch carrier strikes against 

Tulagi. The first strike arrived at Tulagi at about 08:15 and attacked Japanese shipping in the 

harbour. A total of three strikes were launched by Yorktown against Tulagi. By the end of the 

day the Americans had sunk the destroyer Kikazuki, four landing barges and destroyed five 

floatplanes while damaging the minelayer Okinoshima and a destroyer. All this was achieved at 

a cost of three aircraft, 22 torpedoes, 76 1000lb bombs and thousand of rounds of machine 

gun ammunition. 

 

While these strikes would have confirmed any suspicions the Japanese had as to the presence 

of American carriers in the Coral Sea, they also destroyed the Japanese reconnaissance 

capability out of Tulagi and so reduced the number of long range aircraft available to the 

Japanese, particularly in the north east Coral Sea. 

 

On completion of the strikes against Tulagi, Fletcher retired to the south to rendezvous with 

Fitch and Crace. After making the rendezvous on the morning of 5 May Fletcher commenced 

refuelling his ships. On completion of refuelling Fletcher headed for the Louisiade Achipelago to 

intercept the Japanese forces he expected to pass through there en route to Port Moresby. 

Meanwhile the carriers of Admiral Tagaki’s Carrier Striking Force were rounding the southern tip 

of the Solomons and about to enter the Coral Sea behind the American carriers. 

 

On 6 May a Japanese land based reconnaissance aircraft spotted the American carrier group 

refuelling but this information did not reach Tagaki until the next day. Fletcher was advised that 

Boeing B17 bomber aircraft had made an unsuccessful attack on Shoho, and other Japanese 

naval units and transports which were sighted heading south from Rabaul. Aircraft launched 

that afternoon by the Americans flew over the Japanese carriers without spotting them due to 

the heavy cloud cover. Tagaki, meanwhile, having found nothing, headed north and commenced 

to refuel, only 70 miles away from Fletcher’s carriers. At the end of the day Fletcher, having 

refuelled his ships, detached the almost empty Neosho to the south with the destroyer Sims. 

Crace’s cruisers 
  

Early on the morning of 7 May Fletcher split his force by detaching Crace and the Support 

Group to cover the Jomard Passage and intercept the invasion force as it exited. This was an 

extremely risky decision and perhaps the most important in the entire battle, for not only did 

Fletcher weaken his own air defences but he also exposed Crace's ships to the possibility of air 

attack without hope of fighter protection, as had occurred with HM Ships Prince of 

Wales and Repulse. 
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HMAS Australia (II) flew the flag of Rear Admiral Crace during the battle of the Coral Sea. 
  

Crace’s cruisers arrived off the Jomard Passage at about 14:00 on 7 May. Due to the major air 

threat that faced the cruisers Crace ordered the ships to take up an anti-aircraft formation. Half 

an hour later a group of unidentified aircraft approached the ships. Not taking any chances the 

ships opened fire on the aircraft; no hits were registered. A short time later an American 

Dauntless dive bomber approached seeking information as to the location of the American 

carriers. As this was not known the pilot was given the range and bearing to Port Moresby. 

 
HMAS Hobart (I), already a veteran of the Mediterranean campaign, served with distinction throughout the Pacific war. 

http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/AUSTRALIA%20May%201942.jpg
http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/HMAS%20Hobart%20for%20web%20history.jpg
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More aircraft were sighted at about 15:00 and it soon became clear that these were Japanese. 

Crace altered course so that the ships were heading directly towards the oncoming aircraft. In 

an attempt to make as difficult a target as possible, each of the ships commenced evasive 

manoeuvring. As the ships opened fire on the Japanese one was hit and the remainder released 

their torpedoes at too great a range, and with the ships still bow on to the attackers. This 

presented the narrowest possible target for the torpedoes, all of which, not surprisingly, missed. 

After releasing their torpedoes the aircraft strafed the ships. This resulted in a small number of 

casualties.  During this brief attack the Japanese lost five aircraft, while others may have 

ditched on the return flight. 

 
HMAS Hobart (I) under attack in the Coral Sea. 
  

 
Captain Harold Farncomb, RAN, was captain of HMAS Australia during the Battle of the Coral Sea. 

After the departure of the low level attackers another wave of aircraft attacked Crace’s 

squadron. These were high level bombers which seemed to single out Australia for the other 

ships were completely obscured from view by the rising water columns made by a large 

number of near misses. These aircraft were followed by yet another high level raid. This last 

group of attackers were later identified as American B17 bombers.  Fortunately their bombing,  

http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/coral%20sea%20copy_0_0.jpg
http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/Farncomb.jpg
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as was most high level bombing against moving ships, proved to be ineffectual. The skilful 

shiphandling of Crace and his Commanding Officers also contributed to the safety of the ships. 

Following these attacks Crace continued to patrol the area of the Jomard Passage. 

On their return to Rabaul the Japanese airmen reported that they had sunk a battleship and 

damaged a second and a cruiser. As a result of the inaccurate battle reports no further strikes 

were launched against Crace, from Rabaul. Crace was now free to intercept the invasion force, 

when, as expected, it emerged from the Jomard Passage. However, Admiral Inouye had ordered 

the Moresby invasion force to reverse course while the situation with regard to the ‘battleship’ 

sightings was clarified. Had Crace’s ships been with Fletcher’s carriers the invasion force would 

have been able to proceed onto Port Moresby. 

 
The movements of the various units involved in the Battle of the Coral Sea. 

  

http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/The%20battle%20of%20the%20coral%20sea%20map.jpg
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Coral Sea Battle 
  

At the same time as Crace had been spotted, the Japanese had commenced to launch, from 

the aircraft carriers Shokaku and Zuikaku, a 78 plane strike against a reported American carrier 

and cruiser sighted to the south. About an hour later a second report arrived advising the 

Japanese that an American carrier and about ten other ships were sighted 280 miles to the 

north west. As it was too late to recall the strike all that Rear Admiral Tadaichi Hara, 

commander of the 5th Carrier Division, could do was wait for the return of his aircraft. The two 

American ships were located at 09:54 and the Japanese immediately realised their error. They 

were about to attack the oiler Neosho and the destroyer Sims. During the course of the attacks 

that followed, Sims was sunk while Neosho was severely damaged. She was later sunk by 

torpedoes and gunfire from USS Henley after Henley had embarked her survivors. 

 

While the Japanese were shadowing Crace and preparing to attack Neosho and Sims, the 

Americans were attempting to locate the Japanese carriers. At 08:15 a sighting report was 

received indicating that a force of two carriers and four cruisers were 235 miles northwest of 

the Americans. This report was, unfortunately, inaccurate as what had been sighted were two 

cruisers and some minor craft. However, acting on this report Fletcher immediately launched a 

strike of some 90 aircraft from both carriers. It was after the last of the aircraft were launched 

that the error was realised; however, Fletcher decided to let the strike continue. At 10:22 a 

message was received that land based aircraft had spotted a carrier, Shoho, and other ships a 

few miles north of Misima Island. The outbound strike was then redirected to the location 

of Shoho. 

 

When sighted by the American aircraft at around 11:00, Shoho and her consorts were in an area 

of clear weather with excellent visibility. Shoho had not been able launch any aircraft at this 

stage because she was in the process of refuelling her fighters which had been flying 

reconnaissance missions. As Shoho was later turning into the wind to launch her aircraft the 

main American attack, which was delayed while the slower torpedo bombers arrived, 

started. Lexington’s dive bombers and torpedo bombers made a co-ordinated attack followed 

almost immediately by Yorktown’s dive bombers. By the time Yorktown’s torpedo aircraft 

arrived Shoho was already doomed. Unfortunately, instead of attacking the other Japanese 

ships they continued the attack on Shoho, which eventually received approximately 13 bomb 

and seven torpedo hits. Not one other Japanese ship in the group was damaged. 

 
Japanese warships Shokaku (left) and Shoho (right) coming under bombing attack. 

http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/Japanese%20Vessels%20Coral%20Sea%20.jpg
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By 13:35 the Americans had recovered their aircraft and Fletcher was debating whether to 

launch another strike against the remaining Japanese ships; however, he decided against this 

on the grounds that the other Japanese carriers still had not been located. Later in the 

afternoon Fletcher learnt of the attack on Neosho, but again an incorrect position had been 

given. Meanwhile Admiral Tagaki, on learning of the attack on Shoho, was powerless to act 

because of his earlier decision in attacking the incorrectly reported Neosho and Sims. However, 

once his aircraft returned, Tagaki decided to launch a late afternoon strike against the 

American carriers, though he had no firm idea as to their position. 

 

For this attempted strike, Tagaki selected his most experienced aircrew, mainly as the aircraft 

would be returning in the dark. The 12 dive bombers and 15 torpedo bombers launched in three 

groups at 16:30 hoping to locate and attack the Americans at dusk. As it was, they could not 

locate the Americans and jettisoned their ordnance for the return flight. On the return flight one 

group of Japanese almost flew over the top of the Americans, and failed to see them; however, 

the American carriers were using their radar to good effect and intercepted the returning 

Japanese. In the ensuing melee eight Japanese were shot down for the loss of three 

Americans. But more importantly, from the Japanese side, Tagaki had lost eight (almost 10%) 

of his most experienced aircrew. Two other groups arrived at where they thought their carriers 

were and commenced a search. When three aircraft saw a carrier and attempted to land after 

giving the correct recognition signals, Yorktown's gunners opened fire and the aircraft retired. 

All in all, only 18 aircraft returned to the Japanese carriers. 

 

Later that night both commanders contemplated sending their surface ships out to attack the 

opposing carrier force, and both rejected the idea because they expected attacks the next 

morning and needed the ships to provide additional anti-aircraft firepower. 

 

On the morning of 8 May both sides were to locate their opponents almost simultaneously. At 

09:00 the Americans commenced launching their aircraft while the Japanese commenced at 

09:15. Both the Japanese and Americans passed each other as they headed for their respective 

targets. The heavy cloud, which had dogged the entire operation, prevented any sightings. 

 

The first American aircraft, dive bombers from Yorktown, arrived over the two Japanese 

carriers, which were operating as separate groups, at 10:30. They had to wait another ten 

minutes for the arrival of the slower torpedo bombers before commencing an attack. At 

10:57 Yorktown's aircraft attacked Shokaku; Zuikaku had managed, in the meantime, to hide in a 

rain squall. Again the inexperience of the American aircrew showed, with bombs and torpedoes 

generally being released too far away. Shokaku managed to avoid all the torpedoes that were 

fired at her but she was hit by a number of bombs. The damage done and fires started 

prevented her from launching aircraft. Only part of Lexington’s strike arrived due to difficulties 

in locating the targets in the squally weather. After they arrived they commenced to attack the 

Japanese carrier. 

While the American aircraft were commencing their attack on Shokaku the Japanese were 

detected by Lexington’s radar at 70 miles and closing. At this stage there were only eight 

fighters in the air, all short on fuel, with a further nine aircraft having just landed 

on Lexington and in the process of being refuelled. Perhaps because of the fuel problem, or  
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inexperience, the Fighter Direction Officer in Lexington placed the combat air patrol too close to 

the ships and at such an altitude that they were below the dive bombers and above the torpedo 

bombers. In either case, they could do little to break up the Japanese attack which commenced 

at 11:18. Two minutes later Lexington was hit on the port side forward by a torpedo and then a 

second hit opposite the bridge. The dive bombers arrived after the torpedo bombers and scored 

at least two hits and several near misses. 

As a result of these attacks, fuel tanks were ruptured and the ship was on fire in at least four 

places, and developed a six degrees list to port. 

 
The end of USS Lexington. Left: rocked by an internal explosion, and right: destroyers in attendance before the carrier was sunk. 
  

Yorktown was also attacked by the Japanese but managed to avoid the torpedoes, which were 

launched from only one side, but was hit by one bomb. This bomb hit reduced Yorktown’s speed 

to 24 knots. At about 12:30 the American strike group began to return. Shortly after 

this Lexington was rocked by a large internal explosion caused by the build up of petrol fumes. 

This explosion started new fires which were fed by oil and other flammables. This fire gradually 

spread and at 17:07 the order was given to abandon ship. Lexington was finally sunk by a 

torpedo from the destroyer Phelps. With the last of Lexington’s aircraft onboard Yorktown the 

remainder of the force withdrew to the south and thence to Pearl Harbor. 

 

Fortunately for the Americans the Japanese were not in a position to take advantage of the loss 

of Lexington. Shokaku was so badly damaged that she had to return to Truk for repairs before 

going onto Japan. An entry in the FRUMEL records for 10 May gives her intended itinerary for 

the return voyage with the comment “Looks like a reasonable submarine target”. A warning of 

what was to come for the Japanese merchant fleet. The second carrier, Zuikaku, was low on 

fuel and had less than forty serviceable aircraft left. As a consequence of this Admiral Inouye 

ordered the Moresby invasion postponed and the ships to retire. 

 

Admiral Yamamoto however, ordered Tagaki and Goto to pursue the Americans. The Japanese 

broke off the search on 11 May. Due to the insufficient allocation of forces Yamamoto had 

missed his chance to destroy a large proportion of the US Pacific Fleet. 

 

Admiral Fletcher returned with Yorktown to Pearl Harbor where battle damage was made good 

and the carrier prepared for the forthcoming Battle of Midway. Admiral Crace, who had spent  

http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/USS%20Lexington%20two%20American%20destroyers.jpg


 

22 
 

 

 

the last few days blocking the approaches to Port Moresby, was apparently not advised of the 

end of the battle nor of Fletcher's departure from the area. Crace departed the area on the 10 

May and sailed for Cid Harbour to refuel from the Australian oiler Kurumba. Shortly after arriving 

at Cid Harbour he received a signal from Fletcher acknowledging his services in the battle. 

 

Finally on 18 May staff at FRUMEL intercepted and decrypted a Japanese message which 

indicated that the Japanese had given up attempting to capture Port Moresby by seaborne 

assault and intended to mount an assault overland. 

The aftermath 
  

Both the Japanese and the Allies have portrayed the Battle of the Coral Sea as a victory. In a 

sense they are both right. On the Japanese part they managed to sink more American ships 

than they lost, while the Allies not only prevented the Japanese from achieving their objective, 

the occupation of Port Moresby, but also reduced the forces available to the Japanese for the 

forthcoming Midway operations. 

 

Against this, on the part of the Americans, must be weighed the fact that the Japanese assault 

forces remained intact and all that had actually stood in the way of the Japanese and the 

capture Port Moresby were Crace's cruisers. Fletcher’s carriers, which were engaged in trying to 

locate and destroy the Japanese carriers, were too far away and too busy to provide any 

opposition or support if required. The decision by Fletcher to weaken his forces by detaching 

Crace had proved to be the correct one, even though this may have contributed to the loss 

of Lexington. 

 

The Royal Australian Navy’s overall contribution to the Battle of the Coral Sea may not have 

been as spectacular as that of the American carriers, but the work done by the coast watchers, 

intelligence staff, the cruisers and other support ships and personnel all contributed to the final 

result, not just at the Coral Sea but throughout the Pacific War. While Australians today may 

scoff at the fears of a Japanese invasion during 1942 the fact is that for many Australians 

during the 1940s that fear was real. 
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